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The Better at Home Campaign continues to attract support from professionals, organisations and families. 

Since the launch of the Campaign in March 2009 the number of children in hospital has risen to over 220 and we are still hearing from families about their experiences of getting home from hospital. 

We are also delighted to report that work has now started with our colleagues in Scotland to estimate the number of children and young people who remain in hospital even though their care could be provided at home. Further news on progress will be reported in future bulletins but in the meantime please visit our website for the latest reports and Campaign news. 

How you can help

The experience of families is one of the most important aspects of this Campaign and so we would love to hear from any parent or carer wishing to share their story. Stories like that of four year old Poppy who was born with congenital heart disease and other complications. 

Even before Poppy was one year old her parents faced the prospect that she would need major cardiac surgery followed by major limb surgery a year later. Since then she has undergone many other operations on her hands and has been fed by a tube as she is unable to swallow.

Poppy’s complex health problems have meant that most of her short life has been spent living on a hospital ward, with only a few days here and there living at home with mum Olivia and so when WellChild Nurse Jane Alvey became involved with the family she was able to train Olivia about the feeding tube and other care procedures so that Poppy could be finally discharged home. 

This is just one example of the many families that are still waiting for their child to be discharged home and we would love to hear from other families about their experiences – both good and not so good.  If you would like to share your story then please contact  Helen Eke, Family Networks Co-ordinator on 0845 458 8171 or email familynetworks@wellchild.org.uk 

Pledge your support 
The support of other voluntary organisations, family support groups and professionals is also essential to the success of this Campaign. Therefore we would be delighted to hear from you if you would like to pledge your support. We are happy for quotes and/or logos to include on our page of supporters - supporters like:

 "ACT (Association for Children's Palliative Care) wholeheartedly supports this important Campaign.   There is a huge need for improved and expanded community children's nursing services to meet the needs of children with a range of complex health conditions including those with palliative care needs. Community children's nursing is the bedrock of children's palliative care and ACT looks forward to working in partnership with the Royal College of Nursing and WellChild to ensure that every child receives the vital care and support that they need at home." 
Please contact Natalie Lodge at campaign@wellchild.org.uk if you would like further information on registering your support.



Best wishes
The Better at Home Campaign team 
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